NEW LENOX SCHOOI DISTRICT 122
102 South Cedar Road, New Lenox, Illinois 60451
Phone 815-485-2169  Fax 815-485-2236

Michael W. Sass, Ed.D.
Superintendent
drsass@nlsd122.org

Dear New Lenox School District 122 Families:

As expected, New Lenox Schools are experiencing a rise in reported Influenza like illness
throughout the district. NLSD began preparing for the anticipated flu season over the
summer and much planning went into how to keep the schools safe and clean for students
and staff and how to respond should an outbreak occur. This is exactly what was anticipated
and predicted. In order to be truly prepared and informed we must work together to make
certain all families in our district have accurate information and do not rely on media stories
and rumors as a reliable source of communication.

Today, we sought additional guidance from the Will County Health Department in terms of
increasing effective communication and continuing response to the situation. In the past, we
have sent letters of notification home if we received a confirmation of HIN1 within our
school community. However, due to the fact that doctors are not regularly testing for HIN1
and not all HIN1 patients need to seek medical help, we will have to alter our
communication practice:

e Per the advice of the Will County Health Department, New Lenox School District
122 will not alert families about individual cases of HIN1. Instead, the district shares
weekly information with the Will County Health Department regarding the number of
student absences per school for flu-like illness. NLSD will also post the number of
flu-like case numbers per school on the district website. These are NOT confirmed
cases of HINI, but absences involving flu-like symptoms. In order to help make this
information accurate, it is very important that the adult calling in a sick student give
accurate symptoms and information. As a reminder, a student should remain home
from school twenty four hours after they have been fever free without the use of fever
reducing medicines.

e New Lenox School District will continue to educate our school community with ways
to help prevent HINI, as well as the scasonal flu. As a reminder, proper hand
washing, covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue, knowing the signs and symptoms
of the flu and staying home when sick so as not to infect others are important steps
that everyone can take to minimize the risk of infection.
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