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         LIBERTY LANTERN

From the Main Office:
The end of the year is fast approaching as there 
are just four and a half weeks of school 
remaining.  It has been a great year so far.  
Hopefully, the end of the year will go as smoothly 
as possible for all of us. 

There are a couple important announcements/
reminders I would like to make you aware of.  
The date of the eighth grade graduation ceremony 
is Monday, May 20.  It will begin at 5:30pm and 
should conclude by 6:30pm.  The event will be 
held in the field house at Lincoln-Way Central 
High School. Other important events coming up 
include Teacher Appreciation Week May 6 
through 10, eighth grade graduation practices on 
Tuesday, May 14, and Wednesday, May 15, and 
the 8th grade class trip to Great America on 
Thursday, May 16.  The last day of school for 8th 
graders will be Friday, May 17.  The last day of 
school for 7th graders will be Friday, May 31, 
which will be an 11:25am dismissal day.  

Shane Street  Ed Lesniak 
Principal   Assistant Principal

Graduation Date and Location: 
Our Class of 2024 Graduation Ceremony will 
be held on Monday, May 20, at Lincoln-Way 
Central High School’s indoor field house at 
5:30pm.  Tickets are not required for our 
graduation ceremony.
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National Junior Honor Society Update: 
Congratulations to all the newly inducted NJHS members. On April 23, we inducted nine 8th grade honorary 
NJHS members and 33 new 7th grade members. We are proud of our new inductees! In 
May, the NJHS members will assist with Teacher Appreciation Week and will do a 
spring clean up around the Liberty grounds. Thank you to the NJHS members for a 
fantastic year! We wish our 8th grade members the best of luck in high school! 

In other related news, thousands of students across the U.S. applied for the NJHS 
Outstanding Achievement Award. We are proud to announce two Liberty students 
were named recipients of this honor. Congratulations to Elena Mason and Karina 
Patras. Each will receive a $500 college scholarship for their achievement.  We are 
very proud of them both!

Student Council Update: 
In conjunction with Earth Day, the Liberty Student Council will team up with NJHS to 
beautify the grounds of Liberty by pulling weeds, raking mulch beds, and clearing up our 
courtyard, bus lane, and main entrance areas. Liberty will look great due to the wonderful help 
of the Student Council and NJHS members who will volunteer to help with this spring clean-
up activity! Student Council members also prepared gifts for our staff to honor them during Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  The students enjoyed working together to put together treats for the wonderful staff at Liberty! We are 
grateful for our hardworking and creative Student Council members as we finish a very successful year in Student 
Council. We look forward to seeing returning and new Student Council members next school year.

Scholastic Bowl Has A Strong Season: 
The Liberty Scholastic Bowl team finished up their season with some amazing results. We finished first in our 
Regional and second in our Sectional. The Liberty team 
was very well-rounded with several team members making 
contributions throughout the season. Top scorers for the 
season were Cameron King with 39, Sam Robinson with 
34, Livee Pohlmann with 28, Jalina Klinger with 19, 
Tommy Tunno with 18, Tyler Render with 14, Jack 
Schmidt with 11, and Maddie Murphy with 9.  Great Job 
team! Best of luck to our graduating 8th graders in High 
School.  Hope to see you next year 7th grade! 

Don’t Forget: 
- There is early dismissal at 11:25am on Friday, May 10. 
- The last day of attendance for 8th graders is Friday, May 17. 
- There is 11:25am dismissal on Friday, May 31, which is the last day of attendance for 7th graders.

Summer Athletic Camp Info: 
Attention All Current 7th Graders: If you are interested in participating in a camp this summer, Liberty Junior 
High School is offering six camps to get involved in.  Anyone interested in the sports/activities of co-ed 
volleyball, boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, cheerleading, softball, cross-country, or theater, please see the flier 
on pages 9 of this newsletter for all the information associated with each of the camps.  If you have any questions 
regarding a specific camp, please email the sponsoring coach.  Many of the camps are also open to incoming 6th 
and 7th graders, so feel free to share this information with anyone who may want to get involved in a junior high 
level activity.  Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Orchestra: 
Can you believe it's already May?!?!? Time flies when you are making great music!! The 
Liberty Orchestra will have it's final concert of the year on Wednesday, May 15, where we will 
announce the winner of our music booster scholarship and honor our 8th graders before 
sending them off to high school orchestra! Speaking of high school....8th graders....if you have 
any questions about high school orchestra, don't hesitate to reach out to Mrs. Jackson (Lincoln-
Way West) or Mr. Lipari (Joliet Central). Information about summer camps will be coming out 
all month, so make sure you check your email for all those great summer opportunities!! 

Band: 
The Liberty Band will be very busy during the month of May. Our first performance is the 
New Lenox Loyalty Day Parade on Sunday, May 5, at 2:00pm. The parade begins at the 
Lion's Den on Cedar Rd. and ends at the Commons. Come out to support the band! We also 
have several concerts planned for May. On Saturday, May 11, the Jazz Band will perform at 
the annual Jazz Cafe at Lincoln-Way West. The Jazz Band will perform many jazz standards 
such as It's Only a Paper Moon, A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square, Everything, and My Little Suede Shoes. 
This event also features several guest professional artists. The Liberty Jazz Band is very excited to perform with 
and listen to some amazing professional musicians! Advance ticket purchases are required for this event. Reach 
out to Lincoln-Way West for more information on tickets. Finally, the Liberty Band will perform at the Annual 
Spring Concert here at Liberty on Wednesday, May 15. The Band will perform Encanto, Endless Rainbows, 
and Pirates of the Caribbean Symphonic Suite. We hope to see you at one of our performances this month where 
we celebrate our 8th graders for their four years of dedication to our program!

Voices Of Freedom: 
Voices of Freedom and our choir students will present their final concert of the year on 
Tuesday, May 14, at 6:30pm in the Liberty Cafeteria. In the spirit of the classic variety shows 
of the 60’s and 70’s, like Ed Sullivan, Donny and Marie, and the Sonny and Cher Comedy 
Hour, it will be an evening full of songs, skits, jokes and more.  We will be joined by 
our special guests from Martino, the Viking Voices.  We hope to see you there to enjoy "The 
Cheryl Hairnett Show". Admission is free!

Homework Club: 
Do you need help on Homework?  Are you behind in your classes?  Do you just need time to 
work in a quiet environment?  Join your peers after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in room 
C220 at Homework Club. Permission slip is required, please see the main office or Mrs. 
Zettergren to obtain a form.  This is a drop in as needed club. 

Track and Field Kicking Into The Final Lap of the Season: 
The 2024 track and field season is coming to a close and the boys’ and girls’ teams are amped-up and ready to go!  
They have been practicing hard all season, seen tremendous results, and many hope to qualify for the final three 
meets to close out the season.  On May 2, the teams will compete in the DPVC Finals, 
which will serve as the last live-action warmup in preparation of the Sectional Finals on 
May 11.  At Sectionals, students will be striving to earn first place in their events or 
attain the State standard in order to qualify for the IESA State Finals in Peoria, IL on 
May 17 and 18.  Coaches Havlin, Hence, Bollini, Prodoehl, and Zumpano are 
extremely proud of everyone and their accomplishments this season and are looking 
forward to an exciting and memorable finish.  Good luck Patriots!
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Calendar of Events: 
May: 
5 Band Performance @ Loyalty Day Parade 
6 Start Teacher Appreciation Week 
10 Early Dismissal at 11:25 am 
  8th Grade Graduation Dance (6:00pm) 
12 Nurse Appreciation Day 
14/15  Graduation Practice for 8th Graders 
14 Choir and Voice of Freedom Concert (6:30pm) 
15 Band & Orchestra Concert (6:30pm) 
 16 8th Grade Great America Trip 
17 Last Day of 8th Grade Attendance 
20 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony (5:30pm) 
      - At Lincoln-Way Central High School 
21 School Board Meeting 
     - At Haven Administration Center (6:00pm) 
27 No School ~ Memorial Day 
31 Last Day of School for 7th Graders 
      - Early Dismissal @ 11:25 am

Morning Math: 
Morning Math has started. This is an additional 
resource specifically for math help. It will run from 
7:30am to 8:15am before school every day. Students 
will be able to drop-in during that time to request 
assistance from the math teacher running the help 
room that day. The teacher schedule for Morning Math 
will be: Monday = Mrs. Byrnes (room 202), Tuesday = 
Ms. Lavin (room 100), Wednesday = Mrs. Bethman 
(room 102), Thursday = Mrs. Bergeron 
(room 200), and Friday = Mr. Bahret 
(room 118).  Students are able to visit 
any Morning Math session regardless 
of who their actual math teacher is.  
Prior notification to the teacher is also 
not necessary as it is a drop-in format.

Mathletes: 
The 7th grade Mathletes season is officially over, and what a season it was! In their last contest, 
the Mathletes competed against 50 schools across the state. They finished in 7th place, destroying 
cross-town rival Martino in the process. Mr. Bahret is immensely proud of the team this year as 
they broke multiple Liberty records and saw significant growth throughout the season. Congrats, 
Mathletes! We are looking forward to seeing what you do at the 8th grade level. 

Congrats to 8th Grade Mathletes Jack Schmidt and Michael Lavey, who solved their way to the top of the division 
in the ICTM 8th Grade Math contest.  Way to go team, Liberty is proud of your successes. Good Luck in High 
School.

8th Grade Graduation Dance Scheduled For May 10: 
The 8th Grade Graduation Dance will be for our 8th grade students and will be held on Friday, May 
10, from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  We are partnering with the New Lenox P.T.O. in planning for this event, 
which will feature plenty of music and fun… more details to come in the very near future.

Bowling Team Enjoys Success At State Meet: 
Liberty Bowling teams competed at the IESA State Finals on April 19 and 20 at Town and Country Lanes in 
Joliet.   

On the girls’ side, Michela Vinci  averaged 164.1 to take 22nd overall and Eve Brkovic 
averaged 159.2 to take 29th overall.  Bella Dul and Angelina Coon contributed to the 
overall team score as the girls placed 12th.   

The Liberty boys team took 21st overall.  Ryan Richter, Preston Wyss, Patrick Berlin 
and Jayson Marzano all contributed with 2362 pins accumulated over the course of 
four games.  We are proud of their accomplishments.
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Liberty Summer Camps 
Summer 2024 

The grade levels listed below are for next school year (’24-’25). 
Campers will receive a t-shirt with camp registration. 

Any questions?  Please contact Athletic Director, Jim Havlin, at jhavlin@nlsd122.org 

All Camp Registrations Are Final ~ No Refunds Will Be Given 



Cross-Country Camp 
Coach: Patty Mulder 

Email: pmulder@nlsd122.org 
Dates: June 10,12,14,17,19,20 

Time: 8:00am - 9:15am 
Grades: 5-8 

Location: Liberty, Local Parks 
Cost: $80

Cheer Camp 
Coach: Sam Johnson 

Email: sjohnson@nlsd122.org 
Dates: June 3,4,5,6 

Time: 9:30am-11:00am 
Grades: 6-8 

Location: Liberty 
Cost: $65 

(Minimum 16 Participants Required- No Stunting)

Baseball Camp 
Coach: Jim Kohlbacher 

Email: jkohlbacher@nlsd122.org 
Dates: July 15,16,17,18 

Time: 9:00am - 10:30am 
Grades: 6-8 

Location: Tyler/Bentley Fields 
Cost: $65

Softball Camp 
Coach: Maddie Diaz, Bree Schlultz 

Email: mdiaz@nlsd122.org 
Dates: June 11,12,13,14 
Time: 8:00am - 9:30am 

Grades: 6-8 
Location: Walona Fields 

Cost: $65

Boys’ Basketball Camp 
Coach: Tony Zumpano, John Bahret 

Email: azumpano@nlsd122.org 
Dates: July 29,30,31, and Aug. 1 

Time: 8:00am - 9:30am 
Grades: 6-8 

Location: Liberty 
Cost: $65

Girls’ Basketball Camp 
Coach: Alan Didier, Dan Bollini 

Email: adidier@nlsd122.org 
Dates: Aug. 5,6,7,8 

Time: 8:00am - 9:30am 
Grades: 6-8 

Location: Liberty 
Cost: $65

Coed Volleyball Camp 
Coach: Tony Zumpano 

Email: azumpano@nlsd122.org 
Dates: Aug. 5,6,7,8 

Time: 10:00am - 11:30am 
Grades: 6-8 
Location: 
Cost: $65

Theater Camp 
Director: Anne Styx 

Email: astyx@nlsd122.org 
Dates: July 29,30,31, and Aug. 1 

Time: 12:00pm - 1:30pm 
Grades: 6-8 

Location: Martino Cafeteria  
(This is for all District 122 students) 

Cost: $65

Online Registration:  
https://nlsd122.revtrak.net/ 
(Click on Liberty once you arrive on the website page.)  

Registration Deadline = May 10



PAGE 8



 

PAGE 9



 

PAGE 10



 

PAGE 11

PLEASE CONTACT MANDY NOVOTNY AT MNOVOTNY@NLSD122.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

    NEW LENOX SCHOOL DISTRICT 122 

NLSD 122 IS 
HIRING! 
INTERESTED IN WORKING IN THE 
BUILDING YOUR CHILD 
ATTENDS?  DO YOU NEED TO 
WORK THE HOURS YOUR CHILD 
IS IN SCHOOL?  IF SO, APPLY 
NOW TO BE A 
PARAPROFESSIONAL! 

With a short-term approval, 
paraprofessionals need only to be 
19 years of age with a high 
school diploma (or equivalent), or 
higher. This approval is available 
now until June 30, 2025.   

Interested applicants can apply 
on our website linked HERE.   
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	From the Main Office:

