Background Information
The Great Chicago Fire was a conflagration that started around 9 p.m. on Sunday, October 8, 1871. It is believed that that the fire started by a cow kicking over a lantern in the barn owned by Patrick and Catherine O'Leary, however, there are no specific sources that confirm that report. The Chicago Fire Department did not receive the first alarm until 9:40 p.m., but by that time the fire was burning wildly through downtown Chicago. In the early morning hours of Tuesday, October 10, 1871 the fire extinguished due to a light rainfall, but by that time the damage was already done. A stretch of Chicago that spread four miles long and 3⁄4 mile wide was completely destroyed by the blaze. At least 300 people were killed and more than 100,000 were left homeless. In addition, the fire caused more than $200 million worth of damages to homes and businesses. 

*Now that you know some facts about the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, it is your job to determine what exactly caused this tragedy to occur. 
*After viewing each clue, write down a description of the clue.
*After all clues have been analyzed, write a conclusion to what you believe made the Chicago Fire worse than any fire in the 19th Century. (minimum of 4 sentences)






[image: /Users/adidier/Desktop/Chicago Fire Rainfall.png]Clue #1 “Dehydration”




































[image: Screen%20Shot%202017-10-15%20at%201.32.41%20PM.png]Clue #2 “The Wind”










































[image: Screen%20Shot%202017-10-15%20at%201.35.05%20PM.png]Clue #3 “Excessive Lumber”


































[image: Screen%20Shot%202017-10-15%20at%201.38.16%20PM.png]Clue #4 “The Fire Equipment”


































[image: Screen%20Shot%202017-10-15%20at%201.40.24%20PM.png]Clue #5 “Blaming the Chief”



































Clue #6 “Fire Alarm Malfunction”
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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Screen%20Shot%202017-10-15%20at%201.50.04%20PM.png]Clue #7 “Meteors”
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Chicago? The true cause of the fire, this
writer boldly declares, was not an upset
lamp, but something far .more occult; and,
* when the truth 18 known about these fires
in America, it will be found that they re-
su]ted from the passage of a great mysterious
stream, which arose in longitude 62°, swept
with a cyclone Antigua and the Virgin
Islands on the 2ist of Angust, the Bahamas
on the 23d, and then moved slowly to the
North-west, striking Chicago and the
foresta” This singular theory is confirmed,
in the view of its propounder, by a passage
from the London Zimes of Oct. 28, and which
is subjoined :

*« At Chicago, on the evening of the 8th, halle
of fire were observed to fall hke meteors in dif-
ferent parts of the town, 1gniting whatever they
came in contact with. Now a bright light ap-
peared in the scutb-west horizon, gradually
increasing 11l the heavens were aglow with fire.
But 2 few moments elapsed after this before
the borrible tornado of fire came upon the peo-
ple, and enveloped them in flame, smoke, burn-
ing sand, and cinders. The iphabitants saw
electrical flames flash in the air, and dance over
the surface of the earth around them. But the
fury of the flash was past in half an hour.”
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The wind was blowing a perfect gale from the south-southwest. With terrible effect the
flames leaped around in mad delight, and seized upon everything combustible. Shed after
shed went down, and dwelling houses followed in rapid succession. Block after block
gave way, and family after family were driven from their homes. The fire department
were powerless to prevent the spreading of the calamity.

At first it was one structure on fire; then another and another were swallowed up in a
whirlpool of flames, until finally it was blocks and blocks of buildings which were going
down, like grass before the scythe. For upward of fifteen weeks there had been no heavy
rains, and the wooden walls were dry like unto tinder in that portion of the doomed city.
In vain the firemen fiercely fought the approach of the conflagration. In vain were fences
and small houses hurled to the ground. In vain did the vast crowd rush hither and thither
trying to save the entire west side. Onward stalked the fiery flame and red-hot air which
caused all to flee from before its scorching blasts.

With the heat increased the wind, which came howling across the prairie, until at last
there arose a perfect hurricane. Mighty flakes of fire, hot cinders, black, stifling smoke,
were driven fiercely at the people, and amid the terrible excitement hundreds of them had
their very clothes burned off their backs, as they stood there watching with tearful eyes
the going down of so many houses.
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Another lesson is, that it is reckless folly to allow
so many wooden inflammable structures to existin close
proximity to one another, and to other buildings, which
at the best are only partially fire-proof. A general con-
flagration of several blocks of frame buildings, produces
such an intense heat that nothing can stay its progress
but partition walls built with the express purpose of per-
forming such a duty. The only safe plan will be to make
all new buildings fire-proof, and to insist that the false
economy of & few shall not endanger the security
and prosperity of whole populations, because at a time
when each inch of area is utilized, and in many cities
jealously economized, it is the only safeguard against
fearful destruction of life and property.
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THE FIRE MARSHAL DENOUNCED FOR INCOMPE-
TENCY.

The press of the city is united in its denpun-
ciation of Chief Fire Marshal Benner. His
general incompetency 18 denounced in unmeas-
ured terms. He was a political selection forced
upon Ex-Mayor Medill and retained by the pres-
ent administration. He denies that he erred in
his orders, and claims to have managed the
fire as well as it could have been done by any
living man. One thing seems certain, and that
is the extension of the fire limits to the city
limits. This is locking the stable door after
the horse is stolen, but it is our only safoty in
all time.
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As part of a system originally installed in 1865 and upgraded by the time of the fire, this and 171
other such boxes placed throughout Chicago were connected by telegraph to the main alarm
office in the Courthouse. In order to prevent false alarms, the system required citizens to notify a
nearby homeowner or storekeeper who had the key. One could also report fires to the nearest fire
house. When a report of a fire was received in the Courthouse, it was relayed to the appropriate
companies, and the bell in the cupola rang out the general alarm. On the evening of October 8,
local residents turned in an alarm right away, but the message never made it to the Courthouse.
The nearest engine company, located six blocks south of the O'Leary home, discovered the fire
on their own and took off for DeKoven Street, but additional help was avoidably and tragically
delayed. Once the watchman spied the flames and decided that the situation was serious, he gave
the telegraph operator the wrong location to send to the rest of the department. The watchman
soon realized this error, but the operator refused to send out a corrected alarm on the grounds that
it might confuse the men, and any hope of stopping the fire before it became out of control was
lost.
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