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Name.

1. Graph the. deer and wolf populations on the graph below. Use one color to show
deer populations and another color to show wolf populations. .
Wse pencil Sirst, then edlor,  Dse aruer 1o connect datn, POlf\‘tS.
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1. Describe what happened to the deer and wolf populations between 1971 and
1980.

-

2. What do you think would have happened to the deer on the island had wolves
NOT been introduced?

3. Most biology textbooks describe that predators and prey exist in a balance. This
"balance of nature" hypothesis has been criticized by some scientists because it
5u g =sts a relationship between predators and prey that is good and necessary.
Opponents_of this hypothesis propose the following questions:

‘Why is death by predators more natural or "right" then death by
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starvation?

How does one determine when an ecosystem is in "balance"?

Do predators really kill only the old and sick prey? What evidence is there
for this statement?

What is your opinion of the balance of nature hypothesis? Would the deer on the

island be better off, worse off, or about the same without the wolves. Defend your
position.
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