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JUNIOR HIGH

Two STUDENT ENTRANCES
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Phy | Education/Health
~ Physical E on/Health ~
All students haye one quarter (eight weeks) of'health class:.

Students are pulled from their PIE. class for health.

~ Encore Class ~
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| Introductlon to Spanlsh
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Thrs course provrdes an academically rigorous currrculum‘iA strong work ethlc iﬁneéessa to be successful Lo
Students’ standardrzed test scores wrll be cons1dered as part Qf the placement'process fpr Introductlon to Spamsh
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A full year Orchestra class : _

Asplre.

Available to students with special education services as outhned n thelr IEP .
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ENCORE C1LASS SELECTIONS:

Parents/Guardians Will Make ‘
Encore Class Selections
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We do not use a ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve process for encore class selectron

Class Descrlptlon Packet and Dlrectlons Document
sent home today In Step-Up Folders, along w1th an emall
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Stupy HALL
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8 Class Periods per.Day. - 1 Lunch/Study Hall Period. 9 Totall Periods perDay

|l 1

OUR SCHEDULE

BER C ; PERIOD TiME

1 8:25-9:07

1 and 2 ELA | 2 9:11 - 9:49
3 | 9:53-10:31
3 and 4 Math | 4 | 10:35-11:13
| 5 | 11:17-11:55
S Science 1 6 | 11:59-12:37

6 Social Studies 7 12:41 - 1:19

7 P.E. / Health 8 1:23 - 2:01

g Encore 9 2:05 - 2:45

(9) (Lunch/Study Hall) RS
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AcADEMIC TEAM CONCEPT
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< +  All students will be placed on one of our two teams.
=i th = “Team A” and “Team M
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eﬁs’ame-smence / soaal
studles teacher and one of the two ELA/ Math teachers. -




THE BENEFIT OF TEAMS

T Collaborate with each other to support students.
Am’iﬂ]albﬂ@ to hold group m meefings/conference calls with
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All team teachers have the'sanie~study hall tlme.
Student Work Load Balancmg
Teams can avoid proj ects/tests/ete. on the same day |




Liberty Junior High
151 Lenox Street
New Lenox, IL 60451
(815) 462-7951

2022-2023

STUDENT NAME
ADDRESS
ADDRESS

Cycle:
« Different class
each trimester

«  Period stays the

Applicd Digital Skills Cycle,

same each Lunch/Study Hall
trimester S(A)

Spanish/Band/ Locker Number: #
, Locker Combination: # - # - #
Orchestra/Aspire:
» Full Year Classes T U

PICKUP TIME: TIME
PICKUP LOCATION: ADDRESS

DROPOFF TIME: TIME
DROPOFF LOCATION: ADDRESS

Transportation Phone Number: 815-717-3100

A-
MUSIC
A-203

OncanizedsByasTeamss:

Team A eats lunch first,
then study: hall.
Team M goes to study
hall first, then lunch.
[iisted in order on the
schedule:
+  “Lunch/Study Hall”
«  “Study Hall/Lunch”

Pulled From P.E. Class:

Each student will
have one “quarter”
(roughly 8 weeks) of
health class.
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« Students change into P. E. un1forms for class each day
* P.E. uniforms can be purchased at the Walk-Thru in August 1) § though the P |

teacher after the start of the year.
- Students DO NOT shower at the end of P.E. class.



What technology dofjuniorhichistudentstuse?
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. Students and parents/guardlans get separate passrvor s' e e |
. Students are encouraged to use PS to monltor grades/mlssmg ass1gnments/etc.

- Electronic mid-terms and report cards each trlmester ¥ P e s LA 2 T
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- ° we offer’Accelerated (GATBE) Classes?
.+ Yes, we offer Accelerated EL A and Math.
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What are the most important thingsta'student ean'dortobe
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. Be Respectful
+ Be Responsible



- Fm@x@f@ untry; (/\m oust ~ Before School Starts)

- Volleyball (Boys = August/Girls = Jan
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- Cheerleading (September)

3 PO ' A
- Poms (September)

- Basketball (Girls = September/Boys = October) |
| *
E - Wrestling (November) |

- Track and Field (March)
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ExTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
Clubs and Activities:

- Geography Bee - Scholastic Bowl
- Game Club

A A P N A SRS SRT——

‘1»%5 g lay s
: ’# u,‘ 2o k‘h ;.:-_;: ._-‘: 5 J:‘ 3 "‘.
TS Ultlma A r-Fr bee &qm =T

“5'&' c’ "*__
'b—“ ' ‘»",g'f'
'\* \o

:\

. L. ‘s. ”es '-._;_ B _-.--— -t ¢
N e - s T~
B
bl ~.
- 4
em e .
v ”
7> - :
e L e ” e
.- ~ a2
"' o :.:.'.
e Sy ‘

v
f.""b
- e w e -
- A

- Speech/D_ra “’Gb

‘w&., ‘_

lfbii“

- Archery Club el Spanlsh Club

- Natlonal Junlor Honor Soc1ety (N J H S )
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« Encore Courses Description

« Encore Selection Directions




Liberty Junior High School

151 Lenox Street, New Lenox, Hiinos 60451
Phone 815-462-7951 Fax 815-462-0672

Shane Street Edward Lesniak
Proweap Avsdant Provcyxd
etreetiinbed 122 ooy clesrmaleiinbd | 22 oeg

February 18, 2026

Dear Parents and Guardians of Liberty Jr. High School’s Class of 2028 Students,

Welcome to Liberty Junior High School! Today, we had the opportunity to present to our Class of 2028
students information about their upcoming transition to junior high school. We spoke with the students
about how our schedule works, the classes that will be offered, and the extra-curricular activities we
provide.

One very important topic we covered was that of the “encore” class. Students are able to select this class
based on what best fits their interests and skill set. FEach student was provided an Encore Course
Description Sheet that contains the list of the encore classes that are available for next year along with a

short description of each. Please review this information to determine which course is most appropriate
for your child. Encore class selections will be made in PowerSchool between Monday, February 23, and
Friday, March 13. Directions on how to complete the process will be shared prior to February 23.

In regards to Introduction to Spanish, this course provides an academically rigorous curriculum and a
strong work ethic is necessary to be successful. Students’ standardized test scores will be considered as
part of the placement process for Introduction to Spanish. As space is limited in this class, there is a
likelihood that not all requests will be able to be granted. In this event, students that are not able to be
placed in Introduction to Spanish will be placed in Cycle class,

Please don’t hesitate 1o contact the Liberty main office at 815-462-7951 should you have any questions
about the encore selection process,

Sincerely,

gH At At

Shane Street Ed Lesniak
Principal Assistant Principal
Liberty Junior High School Liberty Junior High School




Extra-Curricular Activities

2025-2026

Liberty Junior High School

Name of

Activity

Sponsor/
Coach

Duration

Meeting/
Time

Special
Notes

Show Cheir/
Voices of Freedom

Seplember
-May

Tocudsy and Thiesdsy
400515

Members see chesen from Liderty Choess ce by anditios

Boys'
Baseball

Mr. Kobibacher (head)
M. Gateas (ss51.)

August-
Seplember

Duily
2:50 - 430

Tryouts are held w weam i This team P
agaisst oier ares Leass in the Des Plaines Valley Conference

Mathletes

M. Baliret (Tith)
Mys. Zettergres (§th)

Dev'Jim
- April

One Day per Week
TA5-8:05am

Open 1o stadents who csgoy a chaliongisg sadhanatics
competition s both an sdivideal wd team levd.

Girls’
Softball

My Billig (head)
Mes. Radoensks (et )

August-
Seplember

Duily
2.50 - 4 30pen

Tryouts are held w & team b This team et

agaisst ofer ares teasss in the Des Plaines Villey Conferesce

Art Club

Ms. Foeberg

Sepecesber -
end of yeur

Every Thursday
250 -4.00

All stadents imereated in an are wekioene W join
Sewots willl be capped at 30 stodenls max.

Boys and
Girls” Golf

Mrs. Hantwig (boys)
Me Curight (girls)

August-
Seplember

2.3 Duys Per Week

Teyouts see held 10 determmune lesen seembers
Unlimited partscipation foe the Sest mosth of the sesson
The wop golfers quakfy foe the sectionl umanest.

Jazz
Band

Mo Clask

Seplember-
My

Mos & Wed
730 - B 10am

Stdents nead 10 partcipate o the NLSD Band
e be cligible. No suditions are regquirad.

'

Boys
Volleyball

Me Zumpesto (Th)
Me Havlin (Rh)

August-
October

Duily
2:50 -4 30pm

Tryouts are held o team B This team Pt

agaisst oficr ares Leass in the Des Plaines Villey Conferesce

Allegro
Ensemble

Seplember-
Mary

Mos & Wed
730 - 8:10am

Any studests enrolled in NLSD Ovchesten are clighble.
No anditioss are required

Boys™ and Girls’
Cross Country

Mrs. Mubder (boys)
Mrs. Rokas (gels)

Mirs. Woedion (ssl)

Augusi-
October

Monday - Thessday
2:50 -4 30pmn
Some Seturdays

Team & made up of GNh drough cighth grade stodents. This team
Competes sgeainst other area teams i the Des Planes Villey Conference.

Geography
Bee

November-
December

151 Rowssd: 2:50-4.00pm
22d Rousd: $.00-6.00 pin

Both s isdivadual and teun pelitice of goograple: knowledpe
with Martno Jr. High School. A schodl champion
will advance 10 lasger bocal, snd potertally naticeal, competilioss.

Girls’
Basketball

Mt Ballini (7)
Me. Didier (81h)

Seplember-
Decanber

Mondsy - Fralay
2:50 - 430

Tryouts are held w weam ity This team P
agaisst odier ares Leass in the Des Plaines Villey Conferesce

Scholastic
Bowl

Janneey-
Apil

Weekly:
Practice. 2:50-4.00pm
Matchies 250-6 00pen

Tryouts will Be held 1o detenmine a team that will panticipale in
ivia quiz pelitices agaisst neighb

& schools.

Cheerleading

Mrs. Jolasces (hesd)
Mrs. Ziskel (wst.)

Seplember-
Jusnuary

2.3 days par Week
2:50 -4 30pen

Tryoets are held 1o select squad sembers who
will cheer o Liberty hoene games snd ascmbliss

School
Play

Mrs. Styx (head)
Me. Jewe (as)

Jannsey-
Masch

2.3 Times per Week
3.00-500pens

Auditons see beld in Jeuary foe the cat of characiers
for the play. Belund the scenes positions are also
wvailable for studonls 2ol micvesied o acting,

Poms

Ms. Lavin

Seplember-
December

1-2 days per Week
2:50 -4 30pn

Tryeuts are held o scloct sguad members who will
perfinm a1 Liberty hosse games asd asicssblics.

National Junior
Honers Society

Ms. McEnsick

Sept-May

1-2 Medtings Per Moath
7:30 - 8:05am

Students whoe meet spoacafic academic, keadenship, and
service criteria are mvited Do joan Thas group

Boys'
Basketball

M Zutmpesto (Th)
M. Baliret (8th)

October-
Febewry

Duily
90 mis on Average

Tryouts are held w & team b This seam Pt

agaisst odier ares Leass in the Des Plaines Villey Conference

Wrestling

Mr. Manzi (head)
Me. Havin (ws1.)

December-
March

Duily
330 -4 45pm

All are welcome w panticipate. The team s moade up of Stk
heu 8ih grade stedents. This team competes qainst other
seca lesns @ the Des Plaiscs Valley Cosference

Morning
Math

M. Balwet
Ms. Bergeron
Mrs. Bethunas

Mr. Ballg

Ms Lavin

Mondsy - Fralay
730 -8:05am

Teachers asest studenls o mdenslndag concepls bisglt in
seaih classes. AN studenls are welecene 10 atiend any seaiion
Mon: Bilg (Roon 120) ! Tues: Lavis (Rocen 100)
Wed Bethsan (Rosn 102) [ Thuns: Bergeros (Rocen 200)
Fri: Bableet (Room 113)

Girls”
Volleyball

Ms. Holltz (7h)
Mrs. Cunts (Sth)

December.
March

Duily
90 mis on Average

Tryouts are held w & ine team = This team Pt

agaisst oficr ares Leass in the Des Plaines Villey Conferesce

Spelling
Bee

Mrs Scalema

Now. -
Febewry

1-2 x's per Week
THD

Open 1o all stadenta. The winner of the school
Cotmpetiion competes ot the county Jeved if desired

Boys” and
Girls” Track

Mr. Hence (girk)
M. Havlin (boys)

M. Bollisi (@l )
Mrs. Prodochl (asst)

Duily
2:50 -4 30pen

Teyouts see held to determne lesns, Thas lesm compeies
agaisst odier ares Leass in the Des Plaines Villey Conferesce

Bowling
Club

Ms. Baumasn
Me. Catrigin

Februsey-
Apil

Ix per Week
2:50 - S 30pen

Opes w all studests (48 max). Bowlers will compete
agairst cach ofher and thes there will be & loumament ol the end

Student
Council

Mss. O'Brcs
Mrs. Patrss

Seplember-
Esd of Year

Tussduys
20" per Moath
2:50 - 345pn

All sudents see welcome o jos ths grosp Bat cagapes in 2 wide
varicty of activities and peovides keadershep for the sudent body.

Archery

Mrs. Hartwig

Seplember -
October

Tussduys
2:50 - 4 00pen

Open 1o ol studenls (40 stadents max).

Speech Team

M Jese

Seplember-
November

1-2 Mectisgs Per Week

All stedents wasting o represent Liberty in & state
drama asd spooch competition see welcoms

Creative Writing
Club

Mes. Carsoll

Seplember-
My

Ose Moaday per Moath
2:50 - 350 pin

Open to all souderts who enjoy writisg creatively. Each meeting we share
our wriling and offer coastructive erilicsm, poaiee, snd advice. Stadents
are caoouriged o sel isdivadual goals o work co Broughout the your

Yearbook/
Photography Club

Mi. Alivisez
M Bewanger

Seplember-
Esd of Yesr

Tussduys
2:50 - 3 30pem

All smterested studonts are encowraged o apply o panticipale in this clab,

Game Club

Mes. Beivter

Out- March

Moondsys and Walnealsys
October - March
2:50 - 4. 00pen

Cuosse play gaenes with your peers. Board games and cards are provided
by the school. You say being & board gasse from hoae, o with parent
permssicn, gaene s your phone, iPed, o gaming system. All games
pliyad al kool mest be school appeoprane

Homework
Club

M. Zetlergres
Mss. Patrs

Seplember-
Esd of Yesr

Tussdays and Thuesduys
2:50 - 330 pm

All are weloone 10 sesd this club where they
can eecerve help os heasework.

Chorus

M Jesse

Seplember-
Muy

Tucudsy and Thuesdsy
2:55-3.58

All sudents sre welcome oo jou ths grogp.

Fishing Club

Open 0o all stadents - Basic oquipment & techmgues, how 1o tie knoty,
vietprescatiton from DNR Offices, fidving at Walker Cosnlry Estates
Retestion Posd and other bodss of water around Will Cousty

This is a

copy of this year’s extra-curricular activities. There may be changes
made for next year. A new sheet will be shared after school starts in the fall.
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Description
Of All
KEncore
Classes

ENCORE COURSES DESCRIPTION SHEET
For Tue 2026 - 2027 Scuoor YEAR
Lizerry Junior Hicu

All junior high students are assigned an “encore™ class cach year. Please see the list of encore class options
below, then make your selections in the PowerSchool Parent Portal between Monday, February 23 and Friday,
March 3. If no encore selection is made in PowerSchoeol by March 13, that student will be assigned Cycle.
The course options for this year are:

CYCLE (available to both 7 and 8" grade students):
Cycle classes provide an introduction to a variety of topics and cover required state standards. The cycle
classes for both 7% and 8 graders next year are:
e  Music:
o This class will give students a graduated knowledge and appreciation of music, which
engages the mind to read, compose, perform, and critique. Through active participation in
a variety of individual and ensemble experiences using traditional instruments and
technology, students will strive for musical excellence and to become life-long participants,
intelligent consumers, and active patrons and advocates for the arts.

Students in this class will have fun engaging in hands-on learning experiences using a
variety of media. Students will create projects large and small while practicing skills
including but not limited to: drawing, painting, photography, printmaking, mixed media,
pottery, and sculpture. There will be something to fit all students’ interests with a focus on
helping them discover the joy of learning as they follow their passion through creativity.

e  Applied Digital Skills (A.D.S.):

o Digital learners participate in coding, robotics, digital design, and multimedia creation.
Students will enhance their communication skills, digital citizenship, and practical
technology skills using real-life applications.  Students will also participate in carcer
exploration activities in this class.

BAND (available to both 7* and 8 grade students):

The Junior High Band program consists of many different musical opportunities for all students including;
concert band, jazz band, marching band, woodwind choir, brass choir, and percussion ensemble. These
groups perform at numerous concerts, contests, and parades and have achieved a high level of success through
cach member's dedication and diligent hard work. Members of this group are eligible to audition for the
ILMEA Honors Ensemble and participate in IGSMA Solo and Ensemble Contest. In addition, students from
the junior high band program are eligible to participate in the Jazz Band, an extra-curricular band ensemble
open to all band members and orchestra bass players. One or two field trips are typically planned to celebrate
the band's successes. ANl members must have prior band experience to participate. Exceptions are at the
discretion of the reacher. A $70 fee will be required.

ORCHESTRA (available to both 7" and 8® grade students):
The Junior High Orchestra program offers students the opportunity to perform at a variety of concerts and
community events throughout the school year on an orchestral instrument (violin, viola, cello, string bass).
Members of this group are eligible to audition for the ILMEA Honors Ensemble and participate in IGSMA

participate in the Allegro Ensemble, an alterative strings group open to all orchestra members, and Jazz
Band (bass players only). The group performs at least three school concerts a year. All members are expected
10 have prior orchestra experience to participate. Exceptions are af the discretion of the teacher. A $70 fee
will be required.




Directions On"
How 10 Select
Your Encore
Class

Incoming Seventh Grade Students
Class of 2028

STUDENT ENCORE REQUEST DIRECTIONS
(Through PowerSchool Parent Portal)

Sign into PowerSchool using the Parent login and choose the Class Registration icon on the left
side. Follow steps listed below.

7th Grade

Step 1 Go to 1* Encore Choice.
Step 2 Click on the yellow pencil icon on the far right.
Step 3 Select one of the following Encore Courses by clicking on the box to the left of the

course name.

1st Encore Choice
Setect your 10D Encore chocs

N r———

fgion €

classes; Music, At and Applied

[
Encompasses 3 trimesler
Digital Skils

|

Intro To Spanish

Orchestra Pracagquisiie. Prioe Orchestra
axperience, $70 fee requred

| Youmay select 1 course. You have selected 0 course(s)

;
Step 4 Once you have made your selection, click on the OKAY button.
Step 5 Scroll to the bottom of the screen and click submit.

*Please disregard the “additional request” section.

If a student selects Band or Orchestra, he/she will automatically be enrolled in this course if he/she
has been enrolled in our programs in 6th grade.

If a student selects Intro to Spanish, every effort will be made to place him/her in this course. If for
any reason this request can't be accommodated, the student will be enrolled in Cycle-7.



Please Stay For The Optional
Student-Led Tour Of The
Building If You Are Interested
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