World War |

Notes #3



Propaganda

* Both sides (Allies and Central Powers) used propaganda to fuel the war.

* Propaganda is the spreading of ideas or beliefs that help a particular
cause and hurt the opposing cause.

* Both sides pictured the other as savage beasts who killed innocent
civilians.
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Submarine Warfare

 Germany began to use a powerful, new weapon to win the war at sea —
its fleet of submarines!

* To prevent goods from reaching the Allies, Germany set a blockade
around Britain.

 German U-boats, or undersea boats, enforces the blockade by attacking
any ship that entered or left the area.



U-boat Attacks Anger U.S.

* U-boat attacks on neutral ships raised a lot of protest.

 Germany warned the U.S., and other neutral nations to keep their ships
out of the blockade zone.

* President Wilson rejected Germany’s limit on neutral shipping. He vowed
to hold Germany accountable if its submarines caused Americans to die or
lose property.

 Germany ignored President Wilson’s threat.



Germany Sinks the Lusitania

* May 7, 1915

* Germans torpedoed the Lusitania, a British passenger ship, off the coast
of Ireland.

* 1,200 people die, including 128 Americans.




5] Thye New York Times. 2704

NIV ToeR utuu . A \ A :u-r WESTY S (XE CENT Eivarieis, Juk

—_— -  ———— — = -

LUSITANIA SUNK BY A S UBMARINE PROBABLY 1 ,260 DEAD;
TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAS T; SINKS IN 15 MINUTES
CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING,
WASHING TON BELIE VES THAT A GRA VE CRISIS lS A T: HAND




Germany Sinks the Lusitania

* Outraged over the sinking of the Lusitania, President Wilson threatened
to break off diplomatic relations with Germany if they did not stop
sinking passenger ships.

* Germany did not want to risk going to war with the U.S.
* They agreed to stop attacking neutral ships without warning.




Last Attempts at Peace

* The outbreak of war in Europe horrified many Americans.

* Henry Ford (auto maker) began a “peace mission” to end the fighting.

* Ford invited about 100 well-known men and women to join him.
* They hoped to bring the warring nations together for peace talks.

e Ford’s missions eventually failed.



Last Attempts at Peace

* President Wilson, too, tried to bring the Allied Forces and Central
Powers to peace talks.

* Like Henry Ford, he failed.

* President Wilson began to see a need to be prepared in case U.S.
involvement in the war could not be avoided.

* President Wilson called for a stronger army and navy.



Election of 1916

 Democrat — Woodrow Wilson
e (Running for re-election)

* Republican — Charles Evans Hughes

e Woodrow Wilson narrowly won the election!




“He Kept Us Out of War”

* Woodrow Wilson won the Election of 1916 because he had the support
of voters who were pleased with his efforts to keep the U.S. out of the
war in Europe.

* After the election, Wilson continued to press for peace.

* In 1917, he called for the warring nations to accept “peace without
victory”.

* His call went unanswered.



German Blockade

* In 1917, Germany warned that after February 1% it would begin, once
again, to sink any ship attempting to reach Britain.

* It was a last, desperate effort to try to break trade between the Allies.

* President Wilson cut diplomatic relations with Germany as a result.



The Zimmerman Telegram

* February 1917

 The Zimmerman Telegram was an event which brought the U.S.
closer to war with Germany!

* President Wilson learned that Germany’s foreign minister,
Arthur Zimmerman, sent a secret note to the German minister in
Mexico.




The Zimmerman Telegram

* The “Zimmerman Telegram” urged Mexico to attack the U.S., if the U.S.
declared war on Germany.

* In return, the Germans would help Mexico win back some of the land it
had lost to the American Southwest.

* When Americans heard about the Zimmerman Telegram, anti-German
feelings soared!



Closer to War

* One more event took place in early 1917, which drove the United States
even closer to entering the war:

* A revolution in Russia drove Czar Nicholas Il from power.




Revolution in Russia

* For hundreds of years, czars, or Russian emperors, had ruled with
absolute power.

* Unhappy with how the war in Europe was going, Russians began to rebel
against the government — and Czar Nicholas Il was forced to step down.



Revolution in Russia

* As a result of the revolution, a more democratic government was to be
established in Russia.

* President Wilson welcomed the Russian Revolution — he was a firm
believer in democracy!

* Prior to the revolution, Wilson had found it against our country’s
principles to be an ally with Russia (an absolute power country).



United States Gets Involved

* President Wilson tried to keep the United States out of the war in
Europe.

e Still, Americans could not avoid the effects of the war, especially the
German attacks on American ships.

* With a democratic government in power, President Wilson believed
the Allies would be stronger.



President Wilson’s War Message

* On April 2, 1917, President Wilson appeared before Congress to ask for a
declaration of war against Germany.

e Congress voted in favor 455-56.
* The United States was now at war!



“Over There”

* The day after Congress declared war, George M. Cohan wrote the
patriotic song “Over There”!

* The song swept across the country and encouraged Americans to enlist
as soldiers to fight in the war.


http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=B6hRDS3LvQQ

The Selective Service Act

* May 18, 1917

* Congress passed the Selective Service Act, which required all young
men between the ages of 21-30 to register for the military draft.

e Over the next year and a half, 4 million men (and women) joined the
armed forces.

* To many, the war seemed like a great adventure!



Supporting the Troops

* In the U.S., men, women, and children all '
contributed to the war effort in Europe. we an Do It

* Farmers were called on to grow more
crops, and factory workers were called on
to make more food, goods, and supplies.

 As men joined the armed forces, women
and children stepped in to do their jobs.

WAR PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE



Liberty Bonds

* Millions of Americans supported the
war effort by buying Liberty Bonds.

* By buying Liberty Bonds, Americans
were lending money to the

government to pay for the war.

* The government raised $21 billion
through the sale of Liberty Bonds!
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