' 1925 The ‘Monkey Trial’

John Scopes was charged
with violating Tennessee
law by teaching evolution
in a public school. His.
tnal transflxed the natlon.
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and the world.”

“But most importantly,” Scopes
would write in 1965, five years before
he died, “I feel that restrictive legisla-
tion oni academic freedom is forever a
thing of the past, that rehglon and
science may now address one another
irf an atmosphere of mutual respect
and of a common quest fo: tru {
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Datrow v1r[ua]ly invited the ]urors
to convict Scopes, exphinmg that the

case could only be resolved by a hlgher.

court. Jurors obhged finding Scopes
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fine. But instead of ordering a retrial,
the court dismissed the charges
entirely, concluding; “Nothing:is to
be gainediby prolonging the life of':
this bizacre case.” - A ,
Even so, Scopes, who left Tennessee
shortly. after the verdict and bécame a
geologist for oil comparies, said that -
challenging the statute had-been - -
worthwhile. He later recalled that
coverage of the case (including the
first live radio broadcast from a trial)
“made a tremendous impact on the
science education of the country
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lavr-that mquued public schﬂols
teaching theitheory of evolutionto
also teach creationism as science.

PROLONGED DEBATE:
~Scopes’s optimism notwithstand-
ing, the evolution debate continues,
with lawmakers:and school boards-in
a number of states attempting in
recent years to limit the teaching of
evolution in schools. " - :
And 80 years after the Scopes trial,
somé-observers believe the case actu-
ally prolonged the debate, rather than
resolving it ‘Susan Jacoby, director of
the Cénter for Inquiry-Metro New:
York, a group that'promotés the
separation of church and state; wrote
on the Op-Ed'page of The Times in
January that “the trial undermined
the merging accomimodation between
religion and science by intensifying
the fundamentalists’ conviction that
acceptance of evelution would
inevitably weaken any type of faith.” @
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