
Chapter	  3	  
Lesson	  1	  

Hunter-‐Gatherers	  
	  

The	  Paleolithic	  Age	  
	  -‐The	  Stone	  Age	  	  
	   -‐early	  period	  of	  human	  history	  
	   -‐used	  stones	  to	  make	  tools	  
	   -‐Paleolithic	  Age	  =	  Old	  Stone	  Age	  
	   -‐began	  about	  2.5	  million	  years	  ago	  and	  lasted	  until	  8000	  B.C.	  	  	  
	  
Surviving	  in	  the	  Paleolithic	  Age	  
-‐Nomads-‐people	  who	  regularly	  move	  from	  place	  to	  place	  to	  survive.	  
	   -‐traveled	  in	  groups	  or	  bands	  of	  20-‐30	  members	  
-‐survived	  by	  hunting	  and	  gathering	  
	   -‐this	  was	  their	  main	  activity	  
	  
Finding	  Food	  
-‐Men	  hunted	  large	  animals	  
	   -‐traveled	  away	  from	  camp	  
	   -‐learn	  how	  to	  hunt	  them	  
	   -‐first	  used	  clubs	  or	  cliffs,	  then	  developed	  weapons	  and	  traps	  
-‐Women	  stayed	  close	  to	  camp	  
	   -‐often	  near	  water	  source	  
	   -‐took	  care	  of	  children	  
	   -‐gathered	  berries,	  nuts,	  grains	  
-‐men	  and	  women	  hunted	  together	  for	  their	  children	  
	   -‐such	  groupings	  became	  the	  first	  families	  
	  
The	  Invention	  of	  Tools	  
-‐culture	  is	  the	  way	  of	  life	  for	  a	  group	  of	  people	  
-‐technology-‐tools	  and	  methods	  to	  perform	  task,	  first	  used	  by	  Paleolithic	  people.	  
-‐flint	  was	  shaped	  into	  a	  tool	  
	  
Changing	  to	  Survive	  
-‐cold	  climates	  

-‐lived	  in	  caves,	  rock	  overhangs,	  or	  tents	  and	  huts	  made	  out	  of	  large	  bones	  and	  
animal	  hides.	  

-‐warm	  climates	  
	   -‐needed	  little	  shelter	  or	  clothing	  
	   -‐lived	  in	  caves	  or	  huts	  for	  protection	  from	  large	  animals	  
	  
Fire	  Sparks	  Changes	  
-‐learned	  to	  create	  fire	  
	   -‐warmth	  in	  cold	  caves	  
	   -‐light	  in	  dark	  
	   -‐scare	  animals	  
	   -‐cook	  food	  



-‐produced	  by	  friction	  
	   -‐rubbed	  two	  pieces	  of	  wood	  
	   -‐iron	  pyrite	  gave	  sparks	  when	  struck	  
	  
Language	  and	  Art	  
-‐spoken	  language	  was	  developed	  
	   -‐used	  to	  share	  information	  and	  emotions	  
	   -‐easier	  to	  pass	  on	  knowledge	  
-‐communicated	  through	  art	  
	   -‐used	  crushed	  rocks	  and	  animal	  fat	  
	   -‐mostly	  displayed	  animals	  	  
	   -‐painted	  in	  caves	  
	  
The	  Ice	  Ages	  
-‐major	  environmental	  disturbances	  
-‐threatened	  the	  survival	  of	  humans	  
	  
What	  Changes	  Came	  With	  the	  Ice	  Ages?	  
-‐Ice	  Ages-‐long	  periods	  of	  extreme	  cold	  that	  affected	  all	  of	  Earth	  
-‐last	  one	  was	  100,000	  years	  ago	  
-‐strip	  of	  land	  was	  exposed	  connecting	  Asia	  and	  North	  America	  
-‐people	  traveled	  into	  North	  America	  and	  then	  southward	  
	  
How	  Did	  the	  Ice	  Ages	  Affect	  Humans?	  
-‐diets	  were	  changed,	  added	  more	  fatty	  foods	  
-‐built	  sturdier	  shelters	  
-‐warm	  clothing	  using	  animal	  furs	  
-‐lasted	  90,000	  years,	  ended	  around	  9000	  to	  8000	  B.C.	  


