
Chapter	  5	  
Lesson	  2	  

Life	  in	  Ancient	  Egypt	  
Egypt’s	  Early	  Rulers	  
-‐2600-‐2200	  B.C	  was	  Old	  Kingdom	  
-‐theocracy-‐political	  and	  religious	  leader	  
	  
A	  Political	  Leader	  
-‐pharaoh-‐	  Egyptian	  ruler	  
	   -‐originally	  meant	  “great	  house”	  where	  they	  lived	  
-‐Egyptians	  were	  loyal	  to	  the	  pharaoh	  
	   -‐believed	  that	  a	  strong	  ruler	  unified	  their	  kingdom	  
-‐pharaoh	  appointed	  bureaucrats,	  government	  officials	  
	  
A	  Religious	  Leader	  
-‐Egyptians	  thought	  the	  pharaoh	  was	  the	  son	  of	  Re,	  so	  they	  were	  loyal	  
	  
Religion	  in	  Egypt	  
-‐influenced	  their	  lives	  
-‐polytheism	  (many	  gods/goddesses)	  
-‐believed	  gods	  controlled	  natural	  forces	  and	  human	  activities	  
	  
The	  Afterlife	  
-‐believed	  after	  death	  would	  be	  better	  than	  present	  life	  
-‐one	  of	  the	  most	  important	  writings	  of	  ancient	  Egypt	  was	  The	  Book	  of	  the	  Dead	  
-‐earliest	  Egyptians	  believed	  only	  a	  pharaoh	  had	  afterlife	  
	   -‐had	  to	  protect	  the	  body	  to	  protect	  the	  soul	  
	   -‐embalming-‐the	  process	  of	  treating	  a	  body	  to	  keep	  it	  from	  decaying	  
	   -‐priest	  removed	  the	  organs	  
	   	   -‐stored	  in	  jars	  
	   -‐covered	  the	  body	  with	  salt	  to	  dry	  it	  out	  
	   -‐filled	  body	  with	  spices	  
	   -‐wrapped	  with	  linen	  
	   	   -‐now	  known	  as	  a	  mummy	  
-‐animals	  were	  embalmed	  
	  
Medical	  Skills	  
-‐learned	  about	  human	  body	  from	  embalming	  
	   -‐helped	  develop	  basic	  medical	  skills	  
-‐wrote	  down	  medical	  information	  on	  papyrus	  scrolls	  
	   -‐were	  first	  medical	  books	  
	  
Pyramid	  Tombs	  
-‐honored	  their	  pharaohs	  
-‐tombs	  called	  pyramids	  
	   -‐protected	  bodies	  of	  dead	  pharaohs	  
	   	   -‐personal	  belongings	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



How	  Were	  Pyramids	  Built?	  
-‐farmers	  did	  much	  of	  the	  work	  when	  the	  Nile	  was	  flooded	  
-‐Egyptians	  studied	  the	  sky	  
	   -‐developed	  understanding	  of	  astronomy	  
	   	   -‐invented	  365	  day	  calendar,	  12	  months,	  3	  seasons	  
-‐invented	  a	  system	  of	  written	  numbers	  based	  on	  10	  
	   -‐created	  fractions	  
	  
An	  Egyptian	  Wonder	  
-‐mid	  2000	  B.C.	  build	  The	  Great	  Pyramid	  for	  King	  Khufu	  
-‐still	  standing	  at	  Giza	  on	  Nile’s	  west	  bank	  
-‐lived	  in	  the	  fertile	  Nile	  valley	  and	  delta	  on	  EAST	  side	  
	  
Egypt’s	  Social	  Groups	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
How	  People	  Lived	  
-‐upper	  class-‐	  elegant	  homes,	  gardens,	  pools	  
-‐middle	  class-‐	  smaller	  homes,	  dressed	  more	  simple	  
-‐only	  upper	  class	  ate	  meat	  or	  at	  a	  special	  event	  
-‐lower	  class	  lived	  in	  busy	  cities,	  cooked	  on	  rooftops	  
	  
Egyptian	  Families	  
-‐Family	  was	  the	  most	  important	  group	  
-‐gods/goddesses	  were	  arranged	  in	  family	  groupings	  
-‐few	  children	  attended	  school	  
-‐teenagers	  were	  expected	  to	  marry	  and	  start	  families	  of	  their	  own	  


