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	 	 	       LIBERTY LANTERN
From the Main Office:

It is an exciting time around Liberty these days.  The 
second trimester has come to a close and we are 
headed for the home stretch of the school year. 
Students have just switched to their third trimester 
cycle/explore classes and report cards will be sent 
home with students on Friday, March 3. Our girls’ 
volleyball  and wrestling postseasons are starting soon 
and the Bowling Club is off and rolling.  We are 
eagerly anticipating the two upcoming performances 
of our spring play, Madhouse!, which will be at 
6:30pm on March 23 and 24.  Hopefully the weather 
starts to get a bit warmer as spring break is right 
around the corner at the end of the month.


Shane Street	 	 Ed Lesniak

Principal	 	  Assistant Principal

Graduation Date and Location:

Our Class of 2023 Graduation Ceremony will 
be held on Monday, May 22, at Lincoln-Way 
East High School’s football stadium at 
7:30pm.  Tickets are not required for our 
graduation ceremony.

Emergency Day Plan:
In the event we have to have an “emergency day” (formerly 
known as a snow or cold day) and students are not able to 
come into the building for a normal school day, we will have a 
remote instruction day.  There is a special schedule for this 
and teachers will review with their students how to access the 
live remote instruction that will be provided through Google 
Meet (not Zoom, which we have used in the past). The bell 
schedule can be found on page 9 of this newsletter.
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8th Grade Graduation Dance Scheduled For May 5:

We are excited to announce that there will be an 8th Grade Graduation Dance at the end of 
this school year.  The dance will be for our 8th grade students and will be held on Friday, 
May 5, from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  We are partnering with the New Lenox P.T.O. in planning for 
this event, which will feature plenty of music, food, and fun… more details to come once 
we get closer to the end of the school year.

Bowling Club Gets Underway:

Liberty’s bowling season has started and we are off to a great start. The optional t-shirt order has been 
submitted and we should be receiving the t-shirts soon. Once they have arrived, they will be 
distributed as soon as possible. Our Sectional Team will be determined before spring break. The 
Sectional Tournament will be held on Saturday, April 15. Any bowlers who advance to the State 
Competition will compete on April 21 and April 22. More information regarding Sectionals and State will be 
provided once we have more details. If your bowler advances to Sectionals, they will need a current physical to 
compete. If you have any questions, contact Coach Cutright or Coach Hartwig.

Next Year’s 8th Grade Washington, DC Trip Info:

Class of 2024: The WorldStrides, Washington, D.C. 8th Grade Trip dates have been set.  The 
trip will be held October 5, 2023 - October 8, 2023.  Additional spots have been added to the 
trip and registration is still open to all current 7th grade Liberty students.  Visit https://
worldstrides.com/custom/2023-liberty-junior-high-school-dc-207564/ or contact trip 
coordinator Renee Zettergren (rzettergren@nlsd122.org) for more information.

Don’t Forget:

- There is No School on Friday, March 17, as there if a full-day teachers’ institute.

- There is No School from Monday, April 3, through Friday, April 7, as it is spring break.

Wrestling PostSeason Fast Approaching:

The New Lenox wrestlers had a solid month in February,  picking up wins in six 
of the team's nine dual meets.  Top Liberty performers throughout the month were 7th 
graders Alex Krzeczkowski and Braydon McNulty and 8th graders David Renteria 
and Cole Yirsa. The season wraps up in March with the IESA Sectional on Saturday, 
March 4 and the IESA State Finals on Friday/Saturday March 10/11.  Good luck to all 
who will be competing throughout the IESA State series!!!

Scholastic Bowl Update:

Congratulations to the Liberty Scholastic Bowl team on winning both matches against Martino on 
Thursday, February 23, in their first matches of the season. The team is off to a great start scoring 
235 points in both matches. Top scorers for Liberty were Cameron King with seven toss-ups and 
Sam Robinson with three. Alex Roedl, Cameron Moskos, Rigo Avalos, Jalina Klingler, and 
Tommy Tunno all scored two toss-ups.  Also scoring for Liberty were Alexa Gilbert, Livee 
Pohlmann, Tyler Render, and Lyla Mulvihill. Great job team! Their next match is on Tuesday, February 28, at 
Manhattan and then Homer, Tinley Park Walker and Summit Hill in March. Good Luck!

https://worldstrides.com/custom/2023-liberty-junior-high-school-dc-207564/
https://worldstrides.com/custom/2023-liberty-junior-high-school-dc-207564/
mailto:rzettergren@nlsd122.org
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Girls’ Volleyball Enters Post-Season Run:

Your 7th grade girls volleyball team just recently concluded their regular season and are 
gearing up for a hopefully positive IESA playoff run.  The team finished the regular season 
with a record of 11 wins and 6 losses.  The team also finished as the runner-up in the annual 
Des Plaines Valley Conference tournament.  As the team now heads into the Regional 
Tournament, your Lady Patriots earned the # 3 seed.  The team will need to win three games 
to win the Regional, in hopes of advancing to the Sectional title game.  Coach Zumpano is 
excited to see the team grow here at the end of the season and is hopeful the group is able to 
execute when it matters most.  Best of luck to all the girls as the season winds down but the 
action heats up!


The 8th-grade girl's volleyball team is having a great season, but they are not done yet! The girls head into 
regionals with a 10-5 record and will face off in the first round of regionals at Mokena on March 4. The ladies are 
working harder, smarter, and faster in practice and in games. The girls have improved tremendously from the start 
of the season and are looking forward to a great playoff run.

Student Council Update:

Student Council members recently finished a community service project collecting toiletries 
for the Daybreak Shelter in Joliet.  Student Council members gathered the donations, then had 
the opportunity to deliver the toiletries and take a short tour of the shelter.  This was a great 
experience to see firsthand how our donations made a positive impact in our community! 


Heading into the spring, the Student Council will continue to plan school and community service events.  We look 
forward to warmer weather for our Spring Clean-Up around the grounds of Liberty, along with other school and 
community service events during our last trimester. 

Mathletes Season Underway:

The Mathletes teams have now competed in multiple competitions through February and have 
performed at a high level. Our groups are hungry to improve their competition scores and are 
working hard to make that happen. From learning advanced exponent rules to finding the surface 
area of combined three-dimensional shapes, substantial growth is the highlight of February. 
Mathletes are looking forward to hopefully dominating competitions in March and April.

Homework Club:

Students are welcome to attend Homework Club after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 2:50 - 3:30pm. This is a drop-in club so students can come when needed to work on 
homework with teacher assistance provided. A signed permission slip is required for students 
to attend. Please reach out to Mrs. Zettergren or Mrs. Patras with any questions. 

Cops Care Food Drive:

The New Lenox Police Department is running their annual Cops Care Food Drive from March 1 through April 3.  
Food donation drop-off locations include The New Lenox Police Department (200 Veterans Pkwy), New Lenox 
Village Hall (1 Veterans Pkwy), and all New Lenox School District #122 Schools.


Items the Food Pantry is in need of include: Canned Sloppy Joe Mix, Spam, Canned Pineapple, 
Jell-O & Pudding Mix, Cheese Crackers, Canned Chili W/Beans, Tomato Paste, Capri Sun, 
Juice, Canned Ravioli, Ramen noodles, Juice Boxes, Peanut Butter, Crackers, Canned Beef 
Stew, Tomato Sauce, Canned Spaghetti O's, Instant Oatmeal, and Saltine Crackers.
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Track and Field Season Coming Soon:

The outside temperature rising can mean only one thing… TRACK AND FIELD tryouts are around the corner!  
It's that time of year when Liberty looks for the best runners, jumpers, and throwers to join the 7th and 8th grade 
track teams in what will be a fun and competitive year!  In order to be able to participate in tryouts, students must 
have a current physical on file in the main office.  If there is not a physical on file by the tryout date, a student will 
NOT be permitted to tryout.  Physicals are good for 13 months and can be turned in to the main office if one is not 
on file already.  It is advised that students wear comfortable clothes and athletic shoes at tryouts and dress for the 
weather as it can get chilly at times!  Students should also bring water to stay hydrated.  Below is further 
information regarding tryouts:


• Girls Tryouts (7th and 8th grade): March 13 & 15 after school until 5:00pm. 

• Boys Tryouts (7th and 8th grade): March 14 & 16 after school until 5:00pm.  

•

Please have rides here on time.


If you have any questions please email one of the coaches:

• Boys Head Coach: Coach Jim Havlin~jhavlin@nlsd122.org

• Girls Head Coach: Coach Dave Hence~dhence@nlsd122.org

National Junior Honor Society Update:

The next NJHS meeting for current 8th grade members is Friday, March 3, at 7:30am in the 
band room.


Students who have been invited to apply for membership in NJHS should turn in their 
digital applications between Friday, March 3, and Friday, March 10, via the NJHS 
Application Google Classroom. Late submissions will not be accepted. All applications will be reviewed by the 
faculty council in March and students will be notified of acceptance before spring break. Contact Mrs. Clark 
at jclark@nlsd122.org with any questions. 

National Junior Honor Society Application Information:

Attention all students interested in joining NJHS. In late January, students with a cumulative grade point average 
of 3.9 or higher will be added to the NJHS Application Google Classroom. Once in the classroom, students will 
have access to the NJHS digital application as well as specific information that will outline what achievements are 
needed to be considered for induction into Liberty Junior High's chapter of NJHS. 


Some of the basic requirements are as follows:

1. Maintain a minimum cumulative G.P.A of a 4.0 at the end of the second trimester.

2. Participate in at least three clubs or activities, one of which must be a Liberty club or activity.

3. Obtain at least five hours of service to either school or community.

4. Maintain a positive discipline record.


- If an office referral OR four classroom steps are on your record, you will not be eligible for NJHS.

5. Demonstrate strong character in the classroom.


- If you receive four or more late and/or missing assignments, you will not be eligible for NJHS.


Included in the google classroom is a document to log all service hours and club/activity/sports participation. In 
the digital application, you will need to  answer questions about your G.P.A. and your discipline record. 
Applications and all accompanying documentation will be due March 10, 2023 and induction into NJHS will 
occur in April. If you have any questions, please email Mrs. Clark at jclark@nlsd122.org.

mailto:jhavlin@nlsd122.org
mailto:dhence@nlsd122.org
mailto:jclark@nlsd122.org
mailto:jclark@nlsd122.org
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Orchestra:

The Liberty Orchestra can't wait to play at Lincoln Way Step-Up Day! This concert will 
feature all the local junior high orchestras with the high school in an amazing evening of 
string music! Students need to bring their orchestra uniform with them to school on 
Thursday, March 9. The orchestra will travel by bus over to Lincoln-Way Central, rehearse, 
have a pizza dinner, have some quality time with fellow string players, and then perform at 
7:00pm. Choir Students: You were given a special schedule for the evening. If you have any 
questions or concerns about that schedule, let Ms Darin and/or Mr. Jesse know right away!

Band:

The Liberty Band was busy in February. We had approximately 43 student entries in 
the IGSMA Solo and Ensemble Contest with 39 students receiving a first place 
rating and 4 receiving a second place rating. Congrats to all performers and thank 
you to all the parent and student volunteers who made the day a big success!


The Liberty Band also performed a concert at the end of February at Lincoln-Way 
West in conjunction with the Lincoln-Way West Bands and Manhattan Junior High 
Band. The band performed Conquista, which is a fun Spanish march, Such Small Things, a beautiful lyrical piece, 
and DarkHeart, which is based on a short story written by the composer Randall Standridge.


The Jazz Band also performed for the NLSD122 PTO at their February meeting and will be performing again at 
West Fest on Saturday, March 25, at Lincoln-Way West at 10:00am.

Chorus:

The Patriot chorus is starting out March with a bang! They have three upcoming performances, the first of which 
will see them traveling to Lincoln-Way West to participate in the Choral Celebration Concert on March 2.  They'll 
sing part of the concert by themselves and then will join the Manhattan and Lincoln-Way 
West choirs to perform together.  The performance begins at 6:30pm.  Then on March 4, the 
Patriot Chorus performs at the IGSMA Choir Organization Contest which will be held at 
Liberty.  This performance will be adjudicated by a panel of choral directors and the choir 
will sing at 1:30pm. Admission is $2.  Finally, the Liberty Choral Festival will occur on 
March 9.  We will be joined by the choirs from Nelson Ridge, Oakview, and the Lincoln-
Way West Madrigals in an evening of singing and community.  This performance begins at 
6:30pm in the Liberty gym.  Hope to see you at one of these performances.

Spring Play Prepping For Performances:

Rehearsals for the school play, Madhouse!, are in full swing.  The cast and crew are working 
hard to put the finishing touches on this madcap mystery.  Part Knives Out, part It's a Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad World, this is going to be a hilarious night of entertainment.  
Performances will be March 23 and 24 beginning at 6:30pm in the Liberty Cafetorium. 
Tickets are $5 and will be available beginning March 13 during lunch periods or at the door 
on the evening of the performances.  All seating is general admission.



C A L E N D A R  /  N E W S

PAGE 6

Asset of the Month:

This month’s asset is “responsible decision-making” and 
the quote for the month is, “I’m finally ready to own my 
own power, to say, “This is who I am.” If you like it, you 
like it. And if you don’t like it, you don’t. So watch out; 
I’m gonna fly.” .” – Oprah Winfrey  

Calendar of Events:


March:

2	 Chorus Step-Up Day @ LWW (6:30pm)

3	 Report Cards Sent Home

4	 IGSMA Choral Contest @ Liberty (8:00am)

9	 Choral Festival Concert (6:30pm)

17 	 No School ~ Full Day Institute

18	 ArtWorks @ L-Way East

21	 School Board Meeting

		    - At Haven Administration Center (6:00pm)

23	 Intruder Drill (9:00am)

		 Spring Play Performance (6:30pm)

24	 Fire Drill (1:45pm)

		 Spring Play Performance (6:30pm)

27	 Severe Weather Drill (9:30am)


April:

3 - 7 No School ~ Spring Break

10	 School Resumes

11-14 I.A.R. Standardized Testing

13	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

18-19 I.A.R. Standardized Testing

18	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

19	 Mid-Term Day

20	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

21-28 Illinois State Science Standardized Test

		    - 8th Graders Only
26	 NJHS Induction Ceremony (6:00pm)

Carley DeLuca !

What Do I Do When My Child Is 
Absent From School:

It is very important that your child be in attendance 
each and every day, but at the same time, we do 
realize that there will be times when they are sick and 
need to stay home.  If your child is going to be absent, 
please be sure to call the main office at 815-462-7951 
by 8:30am on the day of the absence.  Please be sure 
to call even if you send a note or email your child’s 
teacher.  School personnel will call parents/guardians 
and emergency contact numbers if we do not receive a 
call by 8:30am.

Trimester Information:

There will be three twelve-week trimesters this year.  
Here are the important dates to be aware of:


Mid-Terms:

- 3rd Trimester = April 19

  

End of Term:  

- 3rd Trimester = June 2

Morning Math:

Morning Math is an additional resource specifically 
for math help. It runs from 7:30am to 8:15am every 
week from Tuesday through Friday. Students will be 
able to drop-in during that time to request assistance 
from the math teacher running the help room that day. 
The teacher schedule for Morning Math will be: 
Tuesday = Mrs. Zettergren (Room 210), Wednesday = 
Mrs. Bethman (Room 102), 
Thursday = Mr. Bahret (Room 
118), Friday = Mrs. Byrnes 
(Room 202).  Students are able to 
visit any Morning Math session 
regardless of who their actual 
math teacher is.  Prior notification 
to the teacher is also not necessary 
as it is a drop-in format.
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	From the Main Office:

