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	 	 	       LIBERTY LANTERN

From the Main Office:
The winter season seems to have slowly but surely 
made its way into our rearview mirror and we should 
now be able to enjoy some nice spring weather.  
Spring is an exciting time and we have many 
important events and activities planned at Liberty. 
The track season has started and they are preparing 
for their first home meet on April 4.  The Bowling 
Sectionals will be held on April 13 and we wish the 
students who qualified for that the best of luck.  Last, 
but certainly not least, is the fact that all of our 
students will be taking the I.A.R. state standardized 
tests on April 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12.  In addition, our 8th 
graders will be taking the I.S.A. state science tests 
April 16 - 17.  This will be done during students’ 
science classes.  A busy time around here for sure.


Shane Street	 	 Ed Lesniak

Principal	 	  Assistant Principal

Graduation Date and Location:

Our Class of 2024 Graduation Ceremony will 
be held on Monday, May 20, at Lincoln-Way 
Central High School’s indoor field house at 
5:30pm.  Tickets are not required for our 
graduation ceremony.

Paraprofessional Appreciation Day
Wednesday, April 3, is Paraprofessional Appreciation Day.  
Please join us in giving a big “shout out” to Liberty’s 
paraprofessionals that do such an awesome job of helping and 
supporting our students.  Thank you Ms. Ashum, Mrs. Duda, 
Mr. Flatley, Ms. Furtek, Mrs. Haerr, Mrs. Kurczak, Mrs. 
Minnis, and Mr. Richardson for all that you do!!!
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Spring Play:

Congratulations to the cast and crew of this year's play, The REAL Story of Alice in Wonderland.  
The students put on two funny, exciting, and well-executed performances on March 14 and 15.  
Bravo to one and all who helped with this production.

Next Year’s 8th Grade Washington, DC Trip Info:

The 2024-2025 Washington, D.C. Trip is filling up quickly. Students interested in the WorldStrides 
trip on October 10-13 should register soon at www.worldstrides.com with Trip ID: 214565.  Please 
contact Mrs. Zettergren, rzettergren@nlsd122.org with any questions.

Don’t Forget:

- There is no school on Friday, April 19, due to teachers’ institute. 

Artworks Event at Lincoln-Way East:

Congratulations to all Liberty Featured Artists. Artworks 2024 was a HUGE success thanks to your support! Art is 
thriving here at Liberty! 


Featured Artists: 


7th Graders: 

	 Aaron Alvarado 	 Mackenzie Brach

	 Zak Carlson 	 	 London Corcoran 

	 Joanna Evans 	 	 Gavin Flanigan 		 	 

	 Bella Gerges 	 	 Claire Hetfleisch 

	 Teddy Kaczmarczyk 	 Natalie Mestas 		 

	 Ember Mudroch 	 Mason Pritchard

	 Carmen Smith 	 	 Brooklynn Voss 	 	 

	 Ryan Zeitler 


8th Graders: 

	 Mason Adair 	 	 Chloe Bandza 	 	 

	 Wes Brendlinger 	 	 Lucas Carpenter 

	 Raelyn Ditmars 	 Lily Dobbin 	 	 

	 Julian Lesak 	 	 Jasmine Lynn 

	 Nayelli Mercado 	 Lyla Mulvihill 	 	 

	 Camryn Niemeyer 	 Molly Pacholski 

	 Dean Rademacher 	 Mae Sladcik 	 	 

	 Gavin Woodmaster

http://www.worldstrides.com/
mailto:rzettergren@nlsd122.org
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Wrestling:

Congratulations to all of the New Lenox Wrestlers on a very successful season.  The IESA State 
Finals were held on Friday, 3/18, and Saturday, 3/19 at Northern Illinois University's Convocation 
Center.  Alex Krzeczkowski and Sean O'Connor were two of the teams State Qualifiers; and both 
are able to say they won a match at the IESA State Finals!  Congratulations to both boys on a job well-done!

Student Council Update:

Liberty Student Council is preparing many exciting spring activities!  Student Council 
will be planning ways to honor and show gratitude for our staff during Teacher 
Appreciation Week.  In conjunction with Earth Day, we will be having a spring clean-up 
around the grounds of Liberty.  Student Council is also organizing a collection for Got 
Sneakers, a program that recycles gym shoes. Families can donate their gently used gym 
shoes and the proceeds of the recycled materials will support the Christmas Without Cancer Foundation. The 
collection dates for this are April 2 through April 18. 


Many thanks to all students who have participated in Student Council this year!  Please check our Google 
Classroom for more information.  The next general Student Council meeting will be on Tuesday, April 30, after 
school until 3:45pm.  Everyone is welcome, see you then! 

Bowling Club Update:

Sectional Bowlers have been selected and will be competing on Saturday, April 13. The tournament 
will be held at Strike and Spare Bowling Alley (811 Northern Dr., Lockport, IL). Congratulations to 
this year’s Liberty Sectional Teams:

	 Boys:	 Patrick Berlin 	 	 Jayson Marzano 	 Ryan Richter 	 	 Preston Wyss

	 Girls:	 Eve Brkovic 	 	 Angelina Coon 		 Bella Dul 	 	 Michela Vinci

The State Bowling Tournament will be held on Friday, April 19, and Saturday, April 20. 

8th Grade Graduation Dance Scheduled For May 10:

We are excited to announce that there will be an 8th Grade Graduation Dance at the end of this school 
year.  The dance will be for our 8th grade students and will be held on Friday, May 10, from 6:00 to 
8:00pm.  We are partnering with the New Lenox P.T.O. in planning for this event, which will feature 
plenty of music, food, and fun… more details to come once we get closer to the end of the school year.

Scholastic Bowl Gets Off To A Strong Start:

The Liberty Scholastic Bowl team scored some great wins over Martino, Manhattan, and Homer so 
far this season. They will finish the season in April with matches against Troy, Summit Hill, and 
Hilda Walker. Top scorers for Liberty are Sam Robinson and Cameron King. Liberty will also be 
hosting the Regional on Wednesday 4/24. 

Illinois  Assessment  of  Readiness  (IAR)  and  Illinois  Science  Assessment 
(ISA) Testing:

In the upcoming weeks, New Lenox School District 122 students will participate in online state testing. During the 
weeks of April 3-19, students in third to eighth grade will take the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) test. The 
IAR assessment consists of ELA tests and math tests.


In addition to the IAR, students in fifth and eighth grade will take the Illinois Science Assessment (ISA) during 
April 15-18. The ISA consists of three units and will be administered during your child’s science class.
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National Junior Honor Society Update:

The next meeting for current NJHS members is Friday, April 12, at 7:30am in the band 
room. We will be finalizing plans for our induction ceremony and various end of the year 
activities.


Thank you to everyone who applied for membership in the Liberty JHS chapter of the National Junior Honor 
Society. Students who are selected for membership will be added to a special Google Classroom. Details about the 
induction ceremony will be in the Google Classroom. Please reach out to Mrs. Clark at jclark@nlsd122.org at the 
beginning of April if you have any questions. 

Track and Field Set To Start Their Season:

During the week of March 11, Liberty held the 23-24 track tryouts. While the 
weather was unseasonably warm, the athletes did their best to heat up the track 
in pursuit of a coveted spot on the team. The coaches would like to thank the 
over 100 students trying out for the four squads for coming out and giving it 
their all and hope that anyone who did not make the team will continue to be 
motivated to try again next season. With a few track practices under their belts, 
the teams will kick off the season on Thursday, April 4, in a home meet against 
Lockport Oak Prairie. Best of luck, Patriots!


Girls’ 7th Grade Team Members:	 

Keira Dempsey 	 	 Mia DiBenedetto 	 Brooklyn Fishback 	 Julia Howard 	 

Lyla Lokanc 	 	 Maryn Lucas 	 	 Brooke Martenz 	 Neve McSherry 	 

Sophia Olstza 	 	 Terryn Ostrowski	 Paulina Pajerski 	 Penny Pinciak 	 

Kacie Sheriff 	 	 Lucy Sheriff 	 	 Ruby Sheriff 	 	 Emily Smith 	 

Haley Trench 	 	 Evelyn Walker 	 	 Madelyn Zack


Girls’ 8th Grade Team Members:	 

Grace Castellaneta 		 Ellery Dalseth 	 	 Brynn Fyke 	 	 Riley Glover 	 

Matelyn Jaral 	 	 Adriana Litro 	 	 Demi Lotus 	 	 Sophia Maldonado 	 

Elena Mason 	 	 Caitlyn McCarthy 	 Lexi McDaniel 		 Beatrice McDermott 	 

Katelyn Mrozowski 	 Olivia Olszta 	 	 Ella Palomo 	 	 Lyla Rains 	 

Molly Saller


Boys’ 7th Grade Team Members:	 

Ethan Brauch 	 	 Jack Casey	 	 Nathan Davis	 	 Kahne DeBella	 

Dominic Doveri	 	 Warren Gerring		 Julian Hernandez	 Jimmy Hoff	 

Tyler Jastrzab	 	 Billy Kolacek	 	 Camden Mansker	 Blake Mraz	 

Chase Mraz	 	 Andy Nconi Zheng	 Brenden Pritchard	 Sawyer Pritchard	 

Patrick Schwerha	 	 Owen Wills


Boys’ 8th Grade Team Members:	 

Tommy Ball	 	 Ben DeMaertelaere	 Vincent Favela	 	 Vinnie Getto

Andrew Heilman	 	 Mason Lauricella	 Braydon McNulty	 Max Milosovic

Cameron Moskos	 	 Brody Newman		 Jon Osborne	 	 Gabe Reyna

Sam Robinson	 	 Jaden Smith	 	 Colin Stack	 	 Zack Szubryt

Caleb Terdic	 	 Jack Tisch

mailto:jclark@nlsd122.org
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Orchestra:

The Liberty Orchestra is ready for some spring weather as we gear up for the Spring String 
Fling on Wednesday, April 17! Allegro will be joined by our 5th and 6th grade orchestras at 
this fun performance at 6:30pm. Spring does bring it's share of instrument issues however, 
as changing weather can lead to instrument damage. Make sure you are keeping 
instruments in a climate controlled area, and if something does go terribly wrong, just let 
Ms Darin know....it usually looks worse than it is!  8th Graders: As your attention starts 
turning towards high school, feel free to check in with Ms Darin, or your high school 
orchestra teacher if you have questions about next year!

Band:

In April, the Liberty Band will be busy preparing for their Spring Concert and the 
New Lenox Loyalty Day Parade. The Loyalty Day Parade is Sunday, May 5, and 
begins at 2:00pm. The route runs from the Lion's Den on Cedar Rd. to Haven and 
ends in the Commons. We hope to see many people along the route cheering us on! In 
addition, the Liberty Spring Band and Orchestra Concert will be on Wednesday, May 
15, at 6:30pm in the Liberty Gym. The band will be playing some incredibly fun 
music called Encanto, Endless Rainbows, and music from Pirates of the Caribbean! We hope to see you there!


The Jazz Band capped off March with a great performance at the West Fest Craft Fair. Our jazz musicians are 
working on new music to perform at the Jazz Cafe on May 11 at Lincoln-Way West. More details to come soon 
about the Jazz Cafe!

Voices Of Freedom:

Voices of Freedom will be putting together one last performance this school year.  It will be a 
variety show in the style of classic shows like The Carol Burnett Show, The Sonny and Cher 
Comedy Hour, and The Muppet Show. It will feature singing, dancing, skits, and more.  
Students interested in joining this production should see Mr. Jesse.

Mathletes:

Liberty’s 8th Grade Mathletes' Team is solving their way towards the end of the season.  Jack 
Schmidt had a perfect score on the most recent ICTM Individual Contest.  The season's award 
party is planned for April 17.  Way to go team!


The Mathletes team continues to impress in competition. The 7th grade team performed 
tremendously well in the national Math League contest, placing in the top 15% out of middle 
schools across the nation. Juliet Soley contributed an all-time Liberty record scoring 28 out of 35 in a challenging 
30 minutes contest. We are super proud of her and the rest of the team for another big accomplishment. Going into 
the final month of the season, the Mathletes are looking to close out with another great performance in the ICTM 
contest. Good luck Mathletes; keep up the incredible work!

Homework Club:

Do you need help on Homework?  Are you behind in your classes?  Do you just need time to 
work in a quiet environment?  Join your peers after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in room 
C220 at Homework Club. Permission slip is required, please see the main office or Mrs. 
Zettergren to obtain a form.  This is a drop in as needed club. 
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Calendar of Events:

April:

2	 School Resumes

3	 Paraprofessional Appreciation Day

4 	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

5	 Evacuation Drill

8-12 I.A.R. Standardized Testing

9	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

12	 Mid-Term Day

13	 ILMEA Music Festival (8:00am)

16-18 Illinois State Science Standardized Test

		    - 8th Graders Only

16	 School Board Meeting

		    - At Haven Administration Center (6:00pm)

17	 Allegro Concert (6:30pm)

18	 Home Track Meet (4:30pm)

19	 No School ~ Teachers’ Institute

23	 NJHS Induction Ceremony (6:00pm)

24	 Administrative Assistant Appreciation Day

25	 Home Track Meet (4:00pm)

28	 Band/Orchestra/Chorus Field Trip

29	 Home Track Meet (4:15pm)

May:

5	 Band Performance @ Loyalty Day Parade

6	 Start Teacher Appreciation Week

10	 Early Dismissal at 11:25 am

		 8th Grade Graduation Dance (6:00pm)

12	 Nurse Appreciation Day

14/15  Graduation Practice for 8th Graders

14	 Choir and Voice of Freedom Concert (6:30pm)

15	 Band & Orchestra Concert (6:30pm)

	16	 8th Grade Great America Trip

17	 Last Day of 8th Grade Attendance

20	 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony (5:30pm)

		     - At Lincoln-Way Central High School

21	 School Board Meeting

		    - At Haven Administration Center (6:00pm)

27	 No School ~ Memorial Day

31	 Last Day of School for 7th Graders

		     - Early Dismissal @ 11:25 am

Carley DeLuca !

What Do I Do When My Child Is 
Absent From School:

It is very important that your child be in attendance 
each and every day, but at the same time, we do 
realize that there will be times when they are sick and 
need to stay home.  If your child is going to be absent, 
please be sure to call the main office at 815-462-7951 
by 8:30am on the day of the absence.  Please be sure 
to call even if you send a note or email your child’s 
teacher.  School personnel will call parents/guardians 
and emergency contact numbers if we do not receive a 
call by 8:30am.

Morning Math:

Morning Math has started. This is an additional 
resource specifically for math help. It will run from 
7:30am to 8:15am before school every day. Students 
will be able to drop-in during that time to request 
assistance from the math teacher running the help 
room that day. The teacher schedule for Morning Math 
will be: Monday = Mrs. Byrnes (room 202), Tuesday = 
Ms. Lavin (room 100), Wednesday = Mrs. Bethman 
(room 102), Thursday = Mrs. 
Bergeron (room 200), and Friday = 
Mr. Bahret (room 118).  Students 
are able to visit any Morning Math 
session regardless of who their 
actual math teacher is.  Prior 
notification to the teacher is also 
not necessary as it is a drop-in 
format.

Trimester Information:

There will be three twelve-week trimesters this year.  
Here are the important dates to be aware of:


Mid-Terms:

- 3rd Trimester = April 12

  

End of Term:  

- 3rd Trimester = May 31

Standard Response Protocol:

As a reminder, our school has adopted The “I Love U 
Guys” Foundation’s Standard Response Protocol (SRP). 
Students and staff will be training, 
practicing, and drilling the protocol. Please 
see the attached flyer on page 13 and 14 of 
this newsletter for more details.
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Eighth grade students enjoyed a presentation from Steve Elster, the son of child Holocaust 
survivor, Aaron Elster, on Tuesday, March 5.  Aaron was a longtime presenter of his 
experiences to Liberty 8th graders since 2010, but passed away in April 2018.  Steve has since 
taken on the role of presenter about his dad’s experiences surviving the Holocaust as a child. 
Mr. Elster’s presentation ties into the curriculum the 8th grade students are currently studying 
in both language arts and history classes.


Aaron was born in 1933 in a small village in Poland.  In 1942, he survived the liquidation of a 
Polish ghetto and hid in various surrounding farms on his own.  Eventually, Mr. Elster found 
refuge in the attic of a Polish family, where he hid for two years until the war’s end.  After the 
war, Aaron lived in several orphanages throughout Poland, then eventually was smuggled out 
of Poland to various deportation camps in West Germany.  He came to the United States with 
his sister in 1947 and grew up in Chicago.  He co-authored “I Still See Her Haunting Eyes,” 
which tells of his Holocaust experiences.  


Many thanks to the Illinois Holocaust Museum and the New Lenox School District PTO for 
making Steve Elster’s visit possible. 
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PLEASE CONTACT MANDY NOVOTNY AT MNOVOTNY@NLSD122.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

    NEW LENOX SCHOOL DISTRICT 122 

NLSD 122 IS 
HIRING! 
INTERESTED IN WORKING IN THE 
BUILDING YOUR CHILD 
ATTENDS?  DO YOU NEED TO 
WORK THE HOURS YOUR CHILD 
IS IN SCHOOL?  IF SO, APPLY 
NOW TO BE A 
PARAPROFESSIONAL! 

With a short-term approval, 
paraprofessionals need only to be 
19 years of age with a high 
school diploma (or equivalent), or 
higher. This approval is available 
now until June 30, 2025.   

Interested applicants can apply 
on our website linked HERE.   
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	From the Main Office:

