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         LIBERTY LANTERN

From the Main Office:
The end of the year is fast approaching as there are 
just over four weeks of school remaining.  It has been 
a great year so far.  Hopefully, the end of the year will 
go as smoothly as possible for all of us. 

There are a couple important announcements/
reminders I would like to make you aware of.  The 
date of the eighth grade graduation ceremony is 
Thursday, May 29.  It will begin at 7:30pm and 
should conclude by 8:30pm.  The event will be held in 
the main gym at Lincoln-Way West High School. 
Other important events coming up include Teacher 
Appreciation Week May 5 through 9, the eighth 
grade graduation dance on Friday, May 9, the 8th 
grade class trip to Great America on Thursday, May 
22, eighth grade graduation practices on Tuesday, 
May 27, and Wednesday, May 28.  The last day of 
school for 8th graders will be Wednesday, May 28.  
The last day of school for 7th graders will be Friday, 
May 30, which will be an 11:25am dismissal day.  

Shane Street  Ed Lesniak 
Principal   Assistant Principal

Our Class of 2024 Graduation 
Ceremony will be held on Thursday, 
May 29, at Lincoln-Way West High 
School’s main gym at 7:30pm.  
Tickets are not required for our 
graduation ceremony.

Graduation Date and Location: 
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2025-2026 8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip Details: 
There are 89 students signed up for the Washington, D.C. trip on Oct 9-12, 2025. Registrants, 
please make sure you have an updated email on your EF profile because there will be 
important information sent to you throughout the summer.  There is one spot remaining, so 
sign up soon at www.efexploreamerica.com/2850685EC or reach out to Mrs. Zettergren 
at rzettergren@nlsd122.org.

State Bowling Tournament Results Are In: 
We’re proud to share the results from the State Bowling Tournament held at Town and Country 
Lanes in Joliet! 
Our bowlers represented Liberty well against tough competition from across the state: 

• Jayson Marzano finished 56th overall with a strong average of 163 
• Jadon Cutright placed 62nd, averaging 158 
• Bella Dul rounded out our team with a 100th place finish and averaged 128 

We’re proud of their hard work, sportsmanship, and determination throughout the tournament. Congratulations 
to all three for a great showing on the lanes! Let’s keep rolling forward… great job, team!

Mathletes Update: 
The 7th Grade Mathletes team finished up their last competition in April with great results once again. The team 
worked hard to prepare for the third round of the ICTM contest and finished 13th out of 53 participating schools 
in the state. They defeated Martino and all other schools in the surrounding area that 
participated. Congrats to the Mathletes on a wonderful season. It was a fun year 
highlighted by incredible growth as students vastly improved their ability to analyze and 
figure out tough Math questions. Good luck to the team moving into 8th grade! 

Congratulations to all the 8th grade Mathletes for finishing strong this season. Good 
luck in High School!

8th Grade Graduation Dance Scheduled For May 9: 
The 8th Grade Graduation Dance will be for our 8th grade students and will be held on 
Friday, May 9, from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  We are partnering with the New Lenox P.T.O. in 
planning for this event, which will feature plenty of music, food, and fun.

Homework Club: 
Students that need a quiet place to work, need help in any class, need to work with a group/ 
partner, get caught up on absence or late work, please come join us at Homework Club. This 
club is open to all Liberty Junior High students.  Join us as needed in room C220 on 
Tuesdays or Thursdays after school until 3:30PM.  Students must have a completed 
permission slip to participate.  Please see Mrs. Patras or Mrs. Zettergren with any questions. 
Permission slips can be picked up in the office or ask your Study Hall teacher.

Don’t Forget: 
- There is early dismissal at 11:25am on Friday, May 9. 
- The last day of attendance for 8th graders is Wednesday, May 28. 
- There is 11:25am dismissal on Friday, May 30, which is the last day of attendance for 7th graders.

http://www.efexploreamerica.com/2850685EC
mailto:rzettergren@nlsd122.org
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Band Update: 
The Liberty Band will be very busy in the month of May. We kick off our performances on 
Sunday, May 4, at the Loyalty Day Parade in New Lenox. Come out to cheer us on starting 
at 2:00pm! On Saturday, May 10, the Liberty Jazz Band will perform at Lincoln-Way West 
High School at their annual Jazz Cafe. Tickets are required for this event. Finally, the 
Liberty Band and Orchestra Spring Concert will be on Wednesday, May 14, at 6:30pm in the Liberty Gym. The 
band sounds fantastic and we are playing some really fun music: Blaze of Glory by Robert Sheldon, Rumba de 
la Tumba by JaRod Hall, and Star Wars/Raiders March Medley by John Williams. Please come out to support 
our amazing musicians!

Student Council News: 
Student Council teamed up with our National Junior Honor Society for a spring clean 
up around the grounds of Liberty. Members pulled weeds and cleaned up our 
courtyard, bus lane, and main entrance areas. Liberty looks great due to the wonderful 
help of the Student Council and NJHS members who volunteered to help with this 
spring clean-up activity! Student Council members also prepared gifts for our staff to 
honor them during Teacher Appreciation Week. We are grateful for our hardworking and creative Student 
Council members.  We look forward to seeing returning and new Student Council members next school year.

Scholastic Bowl Team Update: 
The Liberty Scholastic Bowl finished the season with the 5th seed in the Regional. They 
had some great wins against Homer Jr. High and Tinley Park H. Walker this season. They 
will now finish the season at the Regional Competition on Wednesday, April 30.  If they 
win the Regional, they could move on to the Sectional and then State.  Top scorers for 
Liberty this season were: Patrick Sturgeon (also team captain), Noah Schlottmann, Donny 
Pasqua, Lillian Pearson, Evelyn Wilson, Juliet Soley, Mario Lopez, Kurt Pantol, and Leo 
Avalos.  Best of luck to Liberty at Regionals! 

Track and Field Kicking Into The Final Lap of the Season: 
The track and field regular season is almost over with the Liberty Patriots concluding the 
season against Troy on May 1 and Homer on May 5.  After those meets, the top two in each 
event will compete at the DPVC Finals meet on May 8 to see which boys and girls team 
from each grade level is the top team in the district.  The top two from each event will then 
compete at the IESA Sectional meet that will be held on May 17, and any athlete who wins 
first place or achieves the State standard in their event will qualify for the IESA State Finals 
held in Peoria, IL on May 23 and 24, which is an amazing accomplishment and honor.  We wish all athletes the 
best of luck in their end-of-season endeavors!  Bring home some hardware!

Summer Athletic Camp Info: 
Attention All Current 7th Graders: If you are interested in participating in a camp this summer, Liberty Junior 
High School is offering eight camps to get involved in.  Anyone interested in the sports/activities of co-ed 
volleyball, boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, cheerleading, softball, baseball, cross-country, or theater, please see 
the flier on pages 8 of this newsletter for all the information associated with each of the camps.  If you have any 
questions regarding a specific camp, please email the sponsoring coach.  The camps are open to incoming 6th 
through 7th graders (and incoming 5th graders for cross-country), so feel free to share this information with 
anyone who may want to get involved in a junior high level activity.  Thank you for your time and consideration.
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National Junior Honor Society: 
On Tuesday, April 22, nine 8th grade students and 25 7th grade students were inducted 
into the Liberty Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. Congratulations to all the 
inductees and thank you to the current members and faculty members who were on hand 
to make the ceremony beautiful. 

Our final meeting for all NJHS members is Friday, May 3, at 7:30am. We are honored to welcome Dr. Motsch to 
the meeting. She will be giving a leadership presentation to our members. Thank you, Dr. Motsch for sharing 
your wisdom with us! 

Our last service project for the year will be on Tuesday, May 6, where we will team up with Student Council to 
do a spring clean up around the Liberty grounds. Interested students will meet in the cafeteria after school and 
help clean up the grounds until 4:15pm. Students should turn in the permission slip ASAP if they would like to 
help out.

Chorus Update: 
The Liberty Patriot Chorus has had a phenomenal year and has made great strides in 
their singing.  They are busy preparing for their final concert which will take place on 
Tuesday, May 13, at 6:30pm in the Cafetorium.  We will be joined by the 
Oakview chorus. We hope you will join us for this program.

Orchestra Update: 
Hello Liberty Orchestra and welcome to the final stretch! We are gearing up for our 
final concert of the year on Wednesday, May 14, at 6:30pm. As a reminder to all 8th 
grade parents/guardians, if you have any questions about high school orchestra, feel 
free to contact Ms. Darin, or email Ms. Jackson (Lincoln-Way West) or Mr. Lipari 
(Joliet Central). All three of us are happy to answer your high school orchestra 
questions! As we look ahead to summer, make sure your musician picks up a summer 
music packet from Ms Darin. This packet has information about summer camps, private lessons, and all kinds 
of fun music to keep you playing over the summer.  

Definitely mark your calendars for the following dates: 
• Lincoln-Way Rock Orchestra: Camp June 2-12 and final concert Friday, June 13, at 7:00pm 
• Liberty Orchestra Camp: August 4-14 (current 7th graders only....sorry 8th graders!) 
• Any 8th grader that has a school instrument.....these need to be returned to Ms. Darin no later than 

Thursday, August 14.

Voices of Freedom Update: 
The Voices of Freedom musical theatre workshop is putting the final touches on their Spring 
show: Seasons.  This exciting cabaret-style show will feature several talented Liberty 
students performing songs and scenes that celebrate the changing seasons--classical, pop, 
showtunes, and more.  We hope you can join us for what will be a first-class evening of 
entertainment on Tuesday, May 13, at 6:30pm in the Cafetorium.



C A L E N D A R  /  N E W S

PAGE 5

Calendar of Events: 

May: 
4 Band Performance @ Loyalty Day Parade 
5 Start Teacher Appreciation Week 
  Home Track Meet (4:00pm) 
6 NJHS/SC Spring Clean Up (3:00pm) 
7 Nurse Appreciation Day 
9 8th Grade Holocaust Assembly (9:45am) 
  Early Dismissal at 11:25 am 
  8th Grade Graduation Dance (6:00-8:00pm) 
10 Jazz Band Performance @ LWW Jazz Cafe’ 
13 Choir and Voice of Freedom Concert (6:30pm) 
14 Band & Orchestra Concert (6:30pm) 
16 Speech Language Path Appreciation Day 
20 School Board Meeting 
     - At Haven Administration Center (6:00pm) 
22 8th Grade Great America Trip 
26 No School ~ Memorial Day 
27/28  Graduation Practice for 8th Graders 
28 Last Day of 8th Grade Attendance 
29 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony (7:30pm) 
      - At Lincoln-Way West High School 
30 Last Day of School for 7th Graders 
      - Early Dismissal @ 11:25 am 
  Trimester 3 Report Cards Emailed Home

Carley DeLuca !

What Do I Do When My Child Is 
Absent From School: 
It is very important that your child be in attendance 
each and every day, but at the same time, we do 
realize that there will be times when they are sick and 
need to stay home.  If your child is going to be absent, 
please be sure to call the main office at 815-462-7951 
by 8:30am on the day of the absence.  Please be sure 
to call even if you send a note or email your child’s 
teacher.  School personnel will call parents/guardians 
and emergency contact numbers if we do not receive a 
call by 8:30am.

Morning Math: 
This is an additional resource specifically for math 
help. It will run from 7:30am to 8:15am before school 
every day. Students will be able to drop-in during that 
time to request assistance from the math teacher 
running the help room that day. The teacher schedule 
for Morning Math will be: Monday = Mr. Billig (room 
120), Tuesday = Ms. Lavin (room 100), Wednesday = 
Mrs. Bethman (room 102), Thursday = Mrs. Bergeron 
(room 200), and Friday = Mr. 
Bahret (room 118).  Students are 
able to visit any Morning Math 
session regardless of who their 
actual math teacher is.  Prior 
notification to the teacher is also 
not necessary as it is a drop-in 
format.
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